
GATE TO THE 
CITY of EFRAT



Sha'ar Ha'ir
GATE TO THE CITY
of EFRAT 

"The people at the gate and the elders 
answered, “We are witnesses. May 
the LORD make the woman who is 
coming into your house like Rachel 
and Leah, both of whom built up the 
House of Israel! May you prosper in 
Ephrata and perpetuate your name in 
Bethlehem!" Ruth 4,11 

The city of Efrat lies near Bethlehem 
and is the realization of the vision of 
the return of the Jewish people to its 
land, as promised by the prophets. 

In a region which just until 
recently was desolate, barren, and 
uninhabited, a city is growing, reviving 
the glory of the time of the Bible and 
the Holy Temple. 

In the fields of Bethlehem, where 
Ruth the Moabite walked and where 
the dynasty of the kingdom of Israel 
began, a vibrant Israeli community is 
being established and the laughter of 
Jewish children is once again heard 
throughout its neighborhoods.



At the main entrance to Efrat, the Sha'ar 
Ha'ir (Gate to the City) project is under 
construction. Its purpose is to welcome 
those who come to the city, residents 
and tourists alike, just as the people 

of Bethlehem received Ruth when she 
returned from the mountains of Moab. 
The Gate to the City is an urban symbol 
that connects the city's glorious biblical 
past to the present.

The Gate to the City will have a Visitors 
Center and will provide tourist services 
to the many visitors who pass through 
Derech Ha'avot – Path of Our Patriarchs, 
Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov, who 

walked from Jerusalem to Bethlehem 
and continued on to Hebron –City of 
the Patriarchs. The Gate to the City will 
present the heritage treasures of the 
Land of Judea.



From here visitors will enter a 
number of areas that are being 
developed: 

The Bethlehem promenade that 
overlooks the historic city and 
Solomon's Pools that provided 
water to Jerusalem during the 
Second Temple period.

In the courtyard of the city gate 
is the ancient underground 
aqueduct that supplied water 
to the Temple in Jerusalem. The 
entrance to the rock-cut shafts 
at heights of between 4 and 32 
meters will be from the Gate to 
the City compound. 



The underground aqueduct, a 
world-class construction project, 
known for its engineering 
sophistication and its technical 
capabilities, leads to the 
aqueduct park, which will emerge 
from the Gate to the City. The 
park will recreate the ancient 
Judean landscapes and includes a 
stream of flowing water.
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From there the visitors will 
walk to the scenic road, which
will consist of a 360 ° observation
tower at the height of the city, 
with its diverse views of Judea, 
including King Herod's Palace. 
The landscape continues from 
Jerusalem to the outskirts 
of Hebron and from the 
mountains of Moab to the 
Mediterranean Sea.



For more information or to make a donation:
kefrat@efrat.muni.il  ///  www.kerenefrat.org

We invite you to join Ruth, King Solomon, King Herod, the fighters of 
Gush Etzion and the recent residents of Efrat in continuing to

make the dream become a reality.

We look forward to welcoming you to Efrat
through the Gate of the City!


